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Six essential challenges we must address in 2015... 

1. All-of-the-above approach to Road Funding 
This year, the General Assembly must take responsible action to find stable and sufficient funds to fix 
our depleted state infrastructure system, while simultaneously planning for the infrastructure needs of 
the future. A modern infrastructure system is needed to guarantee we meet our economic development 
potential as a state. House Democrats believe the time for being picky over how we fund our crumbling 
roads and bridges is over. Whether it is increasing the state’s embarrassingly low gas tax or diversifying 
our tourism economy through gaming, House Democrats are determined to pass legislation which 
responsibly address this $30 billion challenge.  

 

2. Reform K-12 Public Education Funding 
The South Carolina Supreme Court decision on public school funding has passed the proverbial ball to 
the General Assembly to solve this issue. House Democrats firmly believe the state’s funding formula 
must be reformed to ensure equitable funding for all public schools across South Carolina. House 
Democrats believe there is a direct connection between economic development and strong public 
schools. This year Democrats will also begin to discuss new and innovative solutions to increasing 
student achievement statewide; including the prospect of year-round school calendars, and expanding 
broadband access to students in rural communities. House Democrats will continue to oppose any 
Republican scheme to cut-and-run from our public schools by sending tax dollars to elite private 
academies in the form of tax credits or vouchers. 

 

3. Negotiate Medicaid Expansion Alternatives  
A majority of states, including a number of Southeastern states, have decided to put partisan politics 

aside, and expand healthcare coverage and options for its citizens. To date, fourteen Republican 

Governors now support measures that expand Medicaid coverage. Because of the efforts of bi-partisan 

leaders across the country, the uninsured rate in the US has dropped by 30% since the passage of the 

Affordable Care Act, and at a higher rate of 36% in states that expanded Medicaid coverage. Governor 

Haley and Republican leaders continue to place partisan politics over the health and well-being of over 

300,000 South Carolinians. As a result, hardworking members of communities and families across South 

Carolina continue to be crippled by the high cost of health insurance. House Democrats will continue to 

press Governor Haley and Republican leadership to do what other Republican Governors have done, and 

work to negotiate a process to expand Medicaid coverage. In addition, House Democrats will push to 

“Put Patients First” and pass legislation to allow Medical Marijuana use for patients suffering from 

debilitating illnesses.  
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4. Establish a South Carolina Minimum Wage 
South Carolina is one of just five states in the country with no state-mandated minimum wage. Twenty-
nine states currently have minimum wages above the federal minimum wage. In 2014, four Republican-
controlled states (Alaska, Arkansas, Nebraska, and South Dakota) approved minimum wage increases 
through ballot measures. House Democrats will fight this session to not only establish a statewide 
minimum wage, but to raise it to $10.10.  
 

5. Equal Pay for Women 
South Carolina is one of just four states in the entire nation without a law prohibiting gender pay 
discrimination. House Democrats will seek to change that this session by advocating legislation to ban 
gender pay discrimination among South Carolina state employees.  
 
6. Ethics Reform 
House Democrats are committed to working on a bipartisan basis to pass real ethics reform this session. 
In addition to some of the recommendations already made by the ad-hoc ethics study committee, 
House Democrats will push to reform our redistricting process so that an independent commission, not 
partisan legislators, have the authority to draw district lines more fairly in order to create more 
competition.  
 
 

For more information about the 2015 Legislative Agenda or 2015-16 Legislative Priorities for the 121st 

General Assembly please visit us online at www.schousedems.org.  

http://www.schousedems.org/

